
“We don’t believe in the currently accepted definition  
of the term ‘architect’ which encourages 
professionals to be solely designers,” states the 
website of Space Group.  

This firm obviously sets out to question the status  
quo and be a disruptive influence on the profession.  
It prefers to see architects as master builders, 
involved in every aspect of a building’s creation.  
Speaking to its CEO, Rob Charlton, confirms this 
impression: “We’re always trying to push what we 
are doing to the edge of what’s possible,” he says. 

Yet this is isn’t an ambitious young company vying 
for market attention, Space Group celebrated its 
50th birthday in 2008. It began as the Waring and 
Netts Partnership, but rebranded at that time 
to mark its half century and to better reflect its 
progressive attitude. 

There is also much evidence to show Space Group 
has been successful in its bid to be an industry 
pioneer. By 2005 all of its major projects were 
being carried out using building information 
modelling (BIM) and in 2009 the whole practice 
migrated to BIM and Autodesk® Revit® software 
products. Whereas the UK government has mandated 
the use of BIM to Level 2 by 2016, Space Group 
reached this level around three years ago. So successful 
 and advanced is its use of BIM technology and 
processes that it has set up a satellite consulting 
company, BIM Technologies, to help other architects,  
contractors and developers on their BIM journey.

“Obviously BIM Level 3, where everyone is working 
in the same digital environment, is the next stage in 
the companies evolution,” says Charlton. “This is a 
big leap and until recently I have been concerned 
about how it can be achieved. However, we’ve 
invested in 20 licences of Autodesk® BIM 360TM 
Glue and believe that it demonstrates that the 
real-time model management needed to do this is 
indeed possible.”

Cloud-based solution
BIM 360 Glue is a cloud-based BIM Management 
solution that transforms BIM collaboration by 
simplify multi-discipline model coordination and 
clash detection and providing anywhere access 
to BIM models and intelligent object data for the 
entire project team.

It helps architects, engineers, owners and builders 
across the globe to collaborate in real-time in over 
50 different file formats.

The solution enables project teams to be productive,  
to minimize communication delays and to make 
better-informed decisions earlier on in the 
design process. Multi-discipline workflows can 
be simplified through the reduction of file format 
complexity and compatibility issues. In addition, 
BIM 360 Glue can be connected to project control 
systems including ERP and facilities management 
solutions.

BIM Pioneer believes ‘Autodesk® 
BIM 360TM Glue will Stick’.

Cloud-based collaboration solution 
set to help move BIM processes to 
the next level.

Space Group 
Customer Success Story

Autodesk® BIM 360™ Glue 
Autodesk® Revit® Architecture
Autodesk® Revit® Structure
Autodesk® Revit® MEP
Autodesk® Navisworks®

When I first saw 
Autodesk® BIM 360™ Glue 
I could see its potential 
for collaboration was 
huge. I very much liked 
the social networking 
feel of it and how it helps 
information to quickly 
flow around an entire 
team with ease.  
—Rob Charlton 
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Project in the web based Autodesk BIM 360 Glue.



“When I first saw Autodesk BIM 360 Glue I could 
see its potential for collaboration was huge. I very 
much liked the social networking feel of it and how  
it helps information to quickly flow around an entire  
team with ease. I can see that the cloud will play  
an increasingly important role in the future 
infrastructure of our industry and Autodesk BIM 
360 Glue can be a key part of this, linking multi-
discipline teams.” says Charlton.

At the moment Space Group and BIM Technologies 
use Autodesk® Navisworks® software products: 

“It works well;  Autodesk Navisworks software 
products and BIM 360 Glue complement one 
another. Autodesk BIM 360 Glue is a straightforward 
way to extend collaboration across a broader 
project ecosystem, particularly among non-
technical clients.”

He cites a particular current BIM Technologies 
project where collaboration goes through a two-
week cycle.  “Models are created and sent to us. 
We test for clashes in Autodesk® Navisworks® 
Manage software, create a report, hold a meeting 
and feed back to the client. Using Autodesk 
BIM 360 Glue, this collaboration can happen in 
real-time. This can help to accelerate our project 
timescales,” says Charlton.

“One of my big concerns about BIM is that it can 
be very technical. But Autodesk BIM 360 Glue is 
user-friendly – that’s what I like about it. Suppose 
a client is in a meeting with their chief executive 
who asks: ‘How are we getting on with this BIM 
thing?’ Our client can demonstrate progress with 
a quick click.

“Or if an architect is talking to structural team, they 
can now have a design session online without 
moving from their workstation. They can say ‘I can  
see that the duct doesn’t fit with those ceiling 
levels’ and send a link through. I think it can 
change the design process. Instead of meetings, 
there will be an on-going iterative design process 
which is truly collaborative.”

Charlton adds that already, clients have shown 
strong interest. “We are currently working with 

Great Portland Estates who are keen to adopt BIM 
and we will certainly be using Autodesk BIM 360 
Glue with them.”

He believes that a by-product of working this 
way can be an increase in off-site fabrication as 
architects and manufacturers will be able to more 
easily share models and quickly discuss designs 
online. It’s no surprise that Space Group has also 
formed a division to specialise in this area.

BIM Level 2 is straightforward, enabling individual 
project teams to work independently with models 
aggregated and co-ordinated, usually towards 
the end of the process, in a central file. However, 
as Charlton points out, BIM Level 3 has yet to be 
clearly defined.

“Our business is based on change. We went 
through all the change management processes 
to enable us to work this way around ten years 
ago and the fact that we are well ahead of the 
curve is a strong differentiator for us. However, 
the next phase will involve many new decisions 
about ownership of information, the role of each 
discipline and liability. It will take a new openness 

Images courtesy of Space Group. 

Autodesk, BIM 360, Navisworks and Revit are registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates in 
the USA and/or other countries. All other brand names, product names, or trademarks belong to their respective holders. Autodesk reserves the 
right to alter product and services offerings, and specifications and pricing at any time without notice, and is not responsible for typographical or 
graphical errors that may appear in this document. © 2013 Autodesk, Inc. All rights reserved. 

and flexibility when working together and when 
developing processes. However, the emergence 
of cloud-based applications can really move the 
industry forward.”

Being an early adopter and industry trail blazer has 
its advantages. Charlton has a good vantage point 
from which to survey the industry landscape –  
plus the experience to back his claims. “There’s a 
skills gap between aspirations and achievements. 
We’ve set out to fill this space – and now, I believe 
we are moving on to the next phase, so our clients 
and others can continue to benefit from our prior 
knowledge,” he says.

Using Autodesk® BIM 360™ Glue, collaboration can 
happen in real-time. This is totally accelerating our project 
timescales.
—Rob Charlton 

CEO 
Space Group

Rob Charlton, CEO, Space Group.

Web based project collaboration with Autodesk BIM 360 Glue.

Clash detection in the cloud with Autodesk BIM 360 Glue.


