
A shared vision for BIM

Building Information Modeling (BIM) is an 
intelligent model-based process that provides 
insight for creating and managing building and 
infrastructure projects faster, more economically, 
and with less environmental impact. Unlike CAD, 
which uses software tools to generate digital 
2D and 3D drawings, BIM facilitates a new way 
of working: creating designs with intelligent 
objects. Regardless of how many times the design 
changes—or who changes it—the data remains 
consistent, coordinated, and more accurate, 
improving communication and collaboration for all 
project stakeholders.

BIM Academy is a joint venture between Ryder 
Architecture and Northumbria University, both of 
which are located in Newcastle upon Tyne in the 
United Kingdom. BIM Academy was founded in 
2011 with a core vision to support the adoption of 
BIM in industry through education, consultancy, 
and research and innovation. Ryder Architecture 
has had a long and fruitful relationship with 
Northumbria University; many of its staff members 
are graduates of the university. There is also 

regular collaboration between the firm and 
the university through continuous professional 
development (CPD) and industry forums.

The challenge

In 2009, Ryder Architecture and Northumbria 
University began exploring the idea of creating 
a center of excellence for BIM, through which 
academic expertise and industry experience could 
be combined to provide education, research, and 
consultancy. In 2010, the government agenda 
on low carbon emissions and drive for significant 
efficiency gains on public sector projects helped 
to add momentum to and raised awareness of the 
budding joint venture.

BIM Academy was officially launched in the spring 
of 2011. Its brief was to provide innovation in 
partnership with industry, support for the supply 
chain, independence, and impartiality. It also 
aimed to deliver facilitation, advice, and resources 
together with evidence-based design, delivery, 
and operation.

Building a center for design 
excellence 

BIM Academy meets its strategic goals for 
increasing industry adoption of BIM with 
help from Autodesk 

ORGANIZATION

BIM Academy

LOCATION

Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom

SOFTWARE

Autodesk® Revit® 
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For a business such as BIM 
Academy, the partnership with 
Autodesk is key to our strategy, 
to fundamentally change for 
the better the application of 
technology to building design, 
right through project creation 
and into delivery and operation.

— Peter Barker
 Operations Director
 BIM Academy



Become an Autodesk Partner in Education

Autodesk partners with organizations that offer 
students compelling, hands-on experience with 
technology and real-world projects, both in the 
classroom and beyond.

About Autodesk

Autodesk, Inc. is a leader in 3D design, 
engineering, and entertainment software. 
Customers across the manufacturing, architecture, 
building, construction, and media and 
entertainment industries use Autodesk software 
to design, visualize, and simulate their ideas. 
Since its introduction of Autodesk® AutoCAD® 
software in 1982, Autodesk continues to develop 
the broadest portfolio of 3D design, engineering, 
and entertainment software for global markets. 
For more information about Autodesk, visit 
www.autodesk.com.

The vision and understanding 
we share with Autodesk for 
technological excellence and 
innovation together with a 
dedication to enhance education 
give both BIM Academy and 
Autodesk a position of strength 
in this market.

— Peter Barker
 Operations Director
 BIM Academy

The solution

Ryder Architecture and Northumbria University 
both have long-standing relationships with 
Autodesk. In April 2011, BIM Academy became an 
Autodesk Authorized Training Center (ATC®) for 
Autodesk® Revit®, based on well-established skills 
in teaching Revit as part of the curriculum within 
the School of the Built and Natural Environment 
and project-based practical expertise within Ryder 
Architecture. The result has been the creation of 
a training package designed to deliver courses in 
Revit and other Autodesk technologies.

“For a business such as BIM Academy, the 
partnership with Autodesk is key to our strategy, 
to fundamentally change for the better the 
application of technology to building design, 
right through project creation and into delivery 
and operation,” says operations director, Peter 
Barker. “The vision and understanding we share 
with Autodesk for technological excellence and 
innovation together with a dedication to enhance 
education give both BIM Academy and Autodesk a 
position of strength in this market.”

BIM Academy has introduced CPD events as part 
of its education program, and further project-
focused CPD workshops are being planned. 
These events complement the Revit skills training 
delivered as part of the undergraduate curriculum 
and BIM Academy Revit training offered through 
its ATC profile.

The results

The industry’s response to BIM Academy has 
been very positive from all sectors. BIM Academy 
relies on fee-earning projects to support the skills 
development of the graduates working within 
the venture, who acquire or improve upon their 
knowledge of BIM technologies and collaborative 
working practices. 

The current graduates have already achieved 
high qualifications in architecture or architectural 
technology. The aim is to introduce other design 
disciplines into the group. The first wave of 
graduates from BIM Academy has been securing 
employment in wider industry, having broadened 
their experience and skills in their time with 
the organization.

BIM Academy recently secured a contract to 
develop the National BIM Library for NBS, part of 
RIBA Enterprises. This initiative is intended to be 
an open platform resource, driven by a compelling 
need for consistency in library content and quality. 
These libraries need to be available in common 
software formats and structured to suit U.K. 
construction practices. BIM Academy is working 
closely with Autodesk during the development of 
the National BIM Library with NBS and believes 
this project will represent a major step forward for 
BIM adoption in the United Kingdom.

BIM Academy is also developing BIM models as a 
facilities management (FM) resource for building 
owners. BIM Academy is also working with 
manufacturers to improve workflow from design 
to manufacture using BIM tools. Additionally, 
there is an ever-growing network of academic and 
industry partners who are eager to collaborate 
through BIM Academy.

Visit Autodesk’s Education Community

Autodesk grants students and educators 
free* access to the latest versions of Autodesk 
software for personal use from the Education 
Community.** Autodesk custom curricula 
and learning materials are also available at 
www.autodesk.com/edcommunity.

Like us at facebook.com/autodeskedcommunity.

An ever-growing network of academic and industry partners 
collaborate through BIM Academy

* Free Autodesk software and/or cloud-based services are subject to acceptance of and compliance with the terms and conditions of the software 
license agreement or terms of service that accompany such software or cloud-based services. Software and cloud-based services provided 
without charge to Education Community members may be used solely for purposes directly related to learning, teaching, training, research, or 
development and shall not be used for commercial, professional, or any other for-profit purposes.

** To participate in the Autodesk Education Community, you must be age 13 or older, agree to and comply with the applicable Terms of Use, and 
also satisfy all eligibility requirements, including being one of the following: (a) a faculty member; or (b) a student; or (c) an Autodesk sponsored 
design competition competitor or mentor.

Autodesk, the Autodesk logo, AutoCAD, ATC, and Revit are registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries and/
or affiliates in the USA and/or other countries. All other brand names, product names, or trademarks belong to their respective holders. Autodesk 
reserves the right to alter product and services offerings, and specifications and pricing at any time without notice, and is not responsible for 
typographical or graphical errors that may appear in this document. © 2014 Autodesk, Inc. All rights reserved.
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