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The challenge 
MCA’s Lead Professional Scientific and 
Technical teacher Steve Taylor wanted to 
introduce all Year 7 and 8 pupils to the world 
of 3D design and cloud-based technology. In 
particular, he was keen for pupils to learn how 
to produce a simple 3D image of a room. 

In the past, teachers had waited for the school 
network administrator to install new software 
on more than 250 laptops. Meanwhile, the cost 
of renewing software licences had consumed 
precious Design and Technology budget. 

Ideally, any new solution would be more 
efficient and cost-effective, while enabling 
pupils to work on their designs both in and 
outside of the classroom. It would also need 
to be suitable for a wide range of abilities, and 
easy to understand for pupils with no prior 
knowledge of Autodesk® software. 

The solution  
Taylor introduced Autodesk’s free cloud-based 
Homestyler® software to the school’s Year 7 
and 8 students in December 2012. The pupils 
could access the software from any computer 
with an internet connection, and store their 
designs in the cloud. 

MCA’s pupils have used Autodesk® 
Homestyler® to design, decorate and furnish 
multiple rooms, and achieve 360-degree 
interactive views. The software has been used 
to introduce both 2D and 3D modelling and 
character creation. 

Pupils can gain Level 1, 2 and 3 qualifications 
in 3D design. They can also opt to specialise in 
3D animation, product design or architectural 
design. 

Manchester Communication Academy (MCA) aims to equip pupils with the tools and skills they’ll need for a 
successful career. Taking pride in its progressive approach, the school is quick to adopt new technologies. Using 
Autodesk’s cloud-based 3D design software has helped to rapidly engage pupils with the concept of 3D design, 
boosting their design skills and confidence, increasing their employability and inspiring a more efficient, flexible 
way of working.

The results  
The results exceeded all Taylor’s expectations. 
The room designs produced by the students 
were of an impressive quality. Within minutes 
of logging in and getting to grips with the 
basic navigation tools, all pupils were rapidly 
experimenting and adding room after room.

Taylor was delighted by his classes’ rapid 
progress and eagerness to learn. Bubbling with 
enthusiasm, pupils boosted their confidence by 
sharing knowledge and tips, from new products 
to paint styles. What’s more, the school’s 
teachers, who also enjoy using the software, 
entered into a lively dialogue with their classes. 

The software was easy to use and highly 
accessible. Storing their designs in the cloud 
enabled pupils to continue their work outside 
of the classroom and share their designs with 
their families. 

Using Autodesk’s free software has enabled 
teachers to channel the additional budget 
into further learning initiatives. Meanwhile, 
storing 100% of designs in the cloud has 
saved both time and storage space, avoiding 
the need for software to be downloaded to 
each computer indidually.

Importantly, the pupils are gaining nationally 
recognised qualifications and boosting their 
employability by working with the same 
software that’s used in industry. 

MCA has embedded Autodesk® Homestyler® 
software into the Design and Technology 
curriculum and two teachers have become 
accredited teacher trainers, achieving the 
Autodesk Certified User certificate. The 
school’s future ambition is to create an 
Educational Autodesk Training Centre and 
offer courses taught both teachers and pupils.

‘The speed and enthusiasm that 
came from the students was 
overwhelming, the quality of 
their outcomes was second to 
none and the ability to order a 
360-degree interactive view of 
a room that they had designed, 
decorated and furnished was 
just mind blowing. The amount 
of times since I have been asked 
if we can go back on Homestyler 
just enthuses me more’. 

‘This software has to be a must 
in every Technology classroom 
and every student should be 
introduced and have access to it’. 

‘The advice I would like to 
share with other teachers 
considering Autodesk design 
solutions is to grab it with 
both hands and run with it. To 
ensure we have a 21st Century 
Design and Technology and 
ICT curriculum and classroom, 
we need to teach with 21st 
Century software that is used in 
industries’. 
Steve Taylor, Lead Professional Scientific 
and Technical teacher, Manchester 
Communication Academy

The following Autodesk product 
was used in this project:

Homestyler


